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i _ Puerto Rican Independence & Socialism 
Plans New War Maneuvers, m 


US 


-Opposition Mounts in Puerto Rico 


- - “WAVY. invasion! 
IT’S NOT JUST A JOB, IT’S AN Xoveneuige. 


The joint military command in Key West, 
‘Florida, is planning military maneuvers, titled 
UNIVERSAL TREK 85, for the spring off the 
islands of Puerto Rico and Vieques. The Public 
Information Office of US Forces, Caribbean 
would not say how many men would be involved, 
but indicated the maneuvers would be similar to 
UNIVERSAL TREK 83, which used 5000 troops 
from all the US forces, the Puerto Rican Na- 
tional Guard and Air Force Reserve, and Virgin 
Islands National Guard. The maneuvers will 
`- last approximately two weeks. 

On the island, opposition is mounting to 
the buildup of the US military.- Puerto Rico has 
become the garrison for US Naval operations in 
the Caribbean. The huge Ocean Venture 82 
maneuvers that. rehearsed the Grenada invasion 


reopened Ramey Air Force Base is once again 
a center for aircraft used for troop and equip- 
ment transport, this time to Central America. 
Roosevelt Roads Naval Base is the Command 
of US Naval Forces, Caribbean. Puerto Rican 
National Guard units are being sent to Panama 
and Honduras, where they are training troops 
and leading a Special Joint Force in the Minute- 
man exercises scheduled from January to May. 
Opposition from public and clandestine 
movements is growing rapidly. In May, 1984, 
50,000 marched in San Juan, calling for inde- 
pendence for Puerto Rico, an end to the super- 
_ militarization of their island, and refusing to fight 
against Central American nations. In November 
and December of 1984, a new coalition of 29 
_ organizations, the Puerto Rican Coordinator in 
Solidarity with the Peoples of Central America 
and the Caribbean, carried out a number of de- 
monstrations and actions to denounce the im- 
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pending US invasion of Central America and to 


express “rejection of Puerto Ricans becoming 


accomplices.” Many clergy and religious people 
have called upon Puerto Rican youth to refuse 
to register for the draft. 

Also in December, the clandestine inde- 
pendence group, Organization of Volunteers for 
the Puerto Rican Revolution, reemerged after 2 
years to take credit for 4 bombs in military re- 
cruiting centers in Ponce, Sabana Seca, Rio Pie- 
dras and Aguadilla. The Voluntarios’ commu- 
nique called -for independence as the only solu- 
tion to Puerto Rico’s problems. They also de- 
nounced the November elections. Neither the 
PPD or the PNP can end the colonial relation- 
ship: Rafael Hernandez Colon, newly elected 
Governor from the PPD, has already announced 
his support for militarization and US control. 
The OVRP criticized the forces who sank their 
hopes into the elections, saying that all they 
obtained were “many illusions and few realities.” 
The Voluntarios called for continued struggle 
“in the only form that these militarists under- 
stand” to achieve the freedom of their nation. 


_Macheteros Give _ 


= $4,000s 
_ to Children 

On January 6, Puerto Ricans celebrate Dia 
de los Reyes, when the ‘‘Three Wise Men” visit 
children and hand out gifts in celebration of 
Christmas. This year, Dia de Los Reyes took on 
new meaning when the Puerto Rican clandestine 
organization Macheteros distributed thousands 
of dollars worth of toys, food and money to over 
600 Puerto Rican children in Hartford, Conn, 
and two poor communities in Puerto Rico. 

A spokesperson for the Macheteros told the 
San Juan newspaper El Mundo by telephone that 
the gifts were purchased with some of the $7 
million expropriated in 1983 from a Wells Fargo 


_ armored truck in Hartford: Three Macheteros, 


disguised as the 3 Kings, handed out gifts from a 
moving van on the streets of Hartford. They did 
not identify the two sites in Puerto Rico because 
they feared the children who received the gifts 


- might be harassed. 


` The Macheteros-explained their daring and 
kindly gesture to Puerto Rican children in the 
phone message to El Mundo: “Christmas is the 
worst time of year to be poor; that’s why we 
gave the gifts.” They added a note of combat: 
“Even though we have carried out this positive 
act of love, this does not mean we have aban- 
doned the armed struggle to win independence 
for our island.” 

The- struggle continued on February 27, 
when a combined action of the OVRP and the 
Macheteros attacked the Federal Court Building 
in San Juan with a bazooka. The attack, which 
caused structural damages, was announced as a 
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Poet and Revolutionary! 
Juan Antonio Corretjer 
Mourned by Thousands 


Juan Antonio Corretjer, the most widely 
respected revolutionary leader and the national 
poet of Puerto Rico, died on January 19 of heart 


. failure. His death brought together every aspect 


of the Puerto Rican independence movement, 
who mourned the loss of one of the most admired 
Puerto Riean patriots since Don Pedro Albizu 
Campos. In his poetry, in his political writings ~~ 
and in the example of his extraordinary life, he 
inspired Puerto Ricans to struggle without com- - 
promise against colonialism to create a new, free, 
socialist Puerto Rico. 


Don Juan Antonio Corretjer was born on 
March 3, 1908 in Ciales, Puerto Rico, and joined 
the Nationalist Party, led by Pedro Albizu 
Campos, in 1930. He soon was elected Secretary- 
General of the Party, and was jailed several 
times,often along with Albizu Campos, for - 
refusing to collaborate with a Federal Grand | 
Jury which was attacking the Party, and for 
seditious conspiracy. 

In the 1950s, Juan Antonio Corretjer was 
jailed for inciting people in the Jayuya uprising, 
which briefly declared an independent Puerto 
‘Rico. After traveling throughout Latin America 
and participating in revolutionary movements in 
the Dominican Republic, Venezuela and Cuba, 
Corretjer returned to Puerto Rico. In 1964, he 
and his wife and comrade, Consuelo Lee de 
Corretjer, founded the Puerto Rican Socialist 
League (LSP). The LSP has been struggling ~ 
since then for the strategy of prolonged people’s 
war as the only road to independence for Puerto 
Rico. Juan Antonio Corretjer’s death ,the LSP 
has declared, moves the organization to re- 
dedicate itself to the political and ideological 
role for which it was initiated. 

Don Juan Antonio Corretjer’s funeral in 
his home town of Ciales was attended by over — 
20,000 people. His coffin was draped with the 
flag of the Macheteros, which had been slipped 


- into the purse of his comrade Consuelo. Many 


messages were read from the armed clandestine 
forces of the FARP, CRP, from leaders of every 
independence group, and. from revolutionaries: 
in other countries, including the FSLN. Grand 
Jury resister Shelley Miller voiced the solidarity ~ 
and condolences of the New Movement. As 
Don Juan was being interred, a volley was fired 
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_ in the distance as an anonymous military salute. 


Over andover, the crowd chanted “Corretjer, 
obrero, tambien es Machetero,” and ‘“Comman- 
dante Corretjer’’ to symbolize Don Juan’s role 
as a leader of the growing people’s war for inde- 
pendence that he had called for. 

The New Movement expresses its solidarity 
and its deeply-felt condolences to the Puerto 
Rican nation and the world struggle against 
imperialism at the loss of Don Juan Antonio 


Corretjer. His legacy of struggle inspires us to` 


strengthen our efforts to defeat the murderous 
system of US colonialism. 


Shelley Miller Jailed 


Shelley Miller, one of the National Coordi- 
nators of the New Movement, began serving her 
3-year sentence on Friday, February 8 for 
refusing to collaborate (give evidence or testi- 
mony) with the Federal Grand Jury in Brooklyn, 
NY, which has been harassing the Puerto Rican 
independence movement and its supporters for 
several years on the grounds that it is investigat- 
ing the FALN. Shelley is the 7th activist to go 
to jail rather than be intimidated by this Grand 
Jury. 


Shelley’s entrance to jail came after a week 
of activities in her support in NYC and Phila- 
delphia. On February 7, a dinner in her honor 
was attended by 75 people; on F ebruary 8, 
40 people walked with her to the Brooklyn, NY 
Courthouse and sang “for every one you take 
from us, 10 more will rise up ” while Shelley 
said goodbye with dignity to supporters and was 


taken away. She will be incarcerated in Pleasan- 


ton FCI in California. x 
National Committee to Free 


Newsbriefs Puerto Rican Prisoners of War 


An appeal to the US Supreme Court is being 
made by Political Prisoner José Luis Rodriguez, 
regarding the suppressed videotape evidence 
gathered against José Luis, Alejandrina Torres, 
Edwin Cortés and Alberto Rodriguez. All 
four were arrested and charged with seditious 


' conspiracy in June of 1983. The latter 3 have 
-taken a stance as Prisoners of War. 


The Supreme Court will hear the original 
judge’s decision not to allow this evidence, as a 
violation. of rights to privacy and against illegal 
search and seizure, as well as the decision of the 
US 7th Circuit Appeals Court that overturned 
that decision. The POWs are publishing a state- 
ment that shows that US courts cannot be ex- 


` pected to give justice, but that the appeal will 


expose US colonial control over Puerto Rico. 
a IE 


Guillermo Morales, Puerto Rican Prisoner - 


of War, has requested political asylum in Mexico. 
Morales was recently sentenced by Mexican 
courts to 12 1/2 years in prison, on charges 
arising from his capture by Mexican police under 


_ the direction of the US FBI in Puebla, Mexico in 


1983. He had been sought by US authorities 
since he escaped from a prison hospital in 1979. 
Guillermo was the first Puerto Rican freedom 


. fighter in the US to take the POW position. 
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~~ National Protest at Alderson: _ 
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in Victories 


Campaign Continues for POWs 


The national campaign to end the barbarous 


conditions US prisons have inflicted on the 


Puerto Rican Prisoners of War has won a number 
of victories in the recent period. A National Day 
of Protest at Alderson Women’s Prison in West 
Virginia, a massive campaign of letters and tele- 
grams, a delegation of clergy and community 
leaders that met with the US Bureau of Prisons, 
and the women’s campaign of the New Move- 
ment have secured a change for Haydee Torres 
and Ida Luz Rodriguez — but their health and 
safety still need our vigilance. 


As part of this campaign, the New Movement 
has been circulating an OPEN LETTER TO THE 
WOMEN’S COMMUNITY over the last several 


- months in the women’s movement and among 


progressive organizations. Gay Community News 
(Boston), . Sojourner (Cambridge, MA), Valley 
Women’s Voice (Amherst, MA), Kinheart News 
(Chicago), Recon (Philadelphia), and Through 
the Looking Glass (Seattle, WA) have printed 


` the letter along with short news articles about 


the conditions of the women prisoners. A wide 
range of women and women’s organizations have 
signed the letter, including Angela Davis, Meridel 
LeSueur, Ti Grace Atkinson, Levaun Ishee, 
Women. Organized for. Reproductive Choice 
(Chicago), Feminists Against Pornographic Pro- 
paganda (Chicago), and various women’s health 
centers. ; 


BIOGRAPHIES OF PUERTO RICAN PATRIO 
Ida Luz Rodriguez 


TS 


Ida Luz.“Lucy” Rodriguez. is one of 11 
Puerto Ricans captured in 1980 in Chicago. 


Lucy and her compañeros declared that they — 


were Prisoners of War: combatants for the 
freedom of their nation from US control, and 


' as such entitled to treatment as freedom fight- 


ers under international law. - 

Born in Puerto Rico 35 years ago, Lucy 
came to Chicago — along with her family, in- 
cluding sister and fellow POW Alicia — at age 


two. She first became politically active at the 


University of Illinois—Chicago Circle, majoring 
in political science. She worked with the Union 


for Puerto Rican Students; a confrontation with 


the school president over LARES (a Latin Ame- 
rican student recruitment project) caused her 
first arrest. 

Lucy later transferred to Northeastern Hl. 
University, where she recéived her BA degree. 
She was raising her son, Damian, and became 
the compañera of Oscar Lopez-Rivera, also 
arrested in 1980, Her activities in support of 
Puerto Rican independence and socialism grew 
until she was forced to go underground in 1976, 
and to give up Damian. She sacrificed a great 
deal for her political commitment. * 


The New Movement in Solidari 


À f 


ty with Puerto Rican Independence and Socialism is a national organization 
that works to develop understanding and support for the struggle of the Puerto Rican people — invaded and seized 
by the US military in 1898 — to liberate their nation and to establish an independent socialist society. As North 
Americans, we in the New Movement work under the leadership of the Movimiento de Liberación Nacional 
Puertorriquefio, a US-based organization of Puerto Rican patriots. The New Movement chapters are involved in 
Many activities against US colonialism and US military intervention. We have written material, slide and film 
programs on such topics as the 2020 Plan, the history of Puerto Rico and the independence movement, women — 
in the Puerto Rican revolution. Please write to the chapter nearest you to set up a discussion: ; 

Chicago — Box 295,2520 N. Lincoln, Chi., IL 60614 Tel (3 12)278-6706 ; 

San Francisco — 3543 18th St No. 17, SF,CA-94110 Tel (415) 561-9005 _ 
_New York — POB 2512, Cadman Plaea, Brooklyn, NY 11202-- A 


POWs Moved, Davis Hall Empty 


This Campaign was connected with the Oct. 


27 National Day of Protest at Alderson, where — 


Haydee Torres and Ida Luz (Lucy) Rodriguez 
were housed. More than 300 supporters of 
Puerto Rican independence gathered outside 
the gates and marched through the town, de- 


manding medical treatment for Haydee and — 


Alejandrina, and removal of the women POWs 
from segregation in Davis Hall at Alderson. Con- 
fronted by a major demonstration, letters and 
telephone campaigns, the prison was forced to 
move Haydee to Lexington Medical Facility 
the week after the demonstration for treatment 
of the chronic pelvic infection which has con- 
tinued for 4 1/2 years. Continued vigilance 
resulted in Haydee’s and Lucy’s transfer out 


`of Davis Hall to Pleasanton, CA and San Diego. 


Metropolitan Correctional Ctr., respectively. 
Alejandrina received a long-overdue EKG the 
week following the protest as well; 

Overall, the campaign in support of the 
women POWs was a tremendous success, but as 
Lucy pointed out, as long as Davis Hall exists, 


it is.a threat to all prisoners — especially to revo- - 


lutionaries and political prisoners, whom the state 
wants to isolate and destroy. Let’s build on 
what we have accomplished, in solidarity with 
these brave women, and resist the US plans to 
perpetrate injustices like this in our name. 


After her capture, 


Lucy was accused of 
being in the FALN, found guilty of seditious 


conspiracy and sentenced to 80 years 
in prison. She is currently in the San 
Diego MCC, moved there recently after 
a campaign by the National’ Committee 
to Free -Puerto Rican Prisoners of War and 
the New Movement to move her from Davis 
Hall at Alderson Women’s Prison. 

“My actions are not just reserved for 
exceptional people,” Lucy wrote. “I am 
not exceptional. But 
forced me to struggle, and I believe that this 


necessity has ` 


same necessity affects all Puerto Ricans” — 


Lucy stands as an example to the Puerto Rican 
nation, and to us as North Americans who oppose 


this murderous system of US imperialism. 


